1 By the Lord Protector. 


A PROCLAMATION 


Declaring His Highneſs pleaſure and command for putting in execution the Laws , Statutes and Ordinances 
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Ozdinancesnow in foꝛce againſt all and ſingular the perſons afozement{oned oz intended. 


of Popiſh Kecuſants, by means whereof the penalties impoſedon ſuch perſons cannot be levied noꝛ required, Toney 
hath been a great Encouragement to many to be ſeduced and miſled to embzace and entertain the dangerous. ſu⸗ 
pecſtittous and idolatrous Doctrines of Popery ; We, by the Advice of Our Council, having taken into Tonſidera⸗ 
tion the great Pmpoztance and Conſequence to the State which ſuch a remiſnels oꝛ connivance may pꝛoduce, have 
thought fit to Declare and Command, That the Dath commonly called The Oath of Abjuration , and appointed by 
an Oꝛdinante of the Loꝛds and Commons aflembled in Parliament to be adminiſtred unto any perſon being of the 
Age of One and twenty years, ſhall be by ſuch — as are therein and thereby Impowered and Authoꝛtzed to 
do the ſame, and the Oꝛdinance concerning the lame be hereafter put in full and effectual execution: And becauſe 
none may pꝛetend ignoꝛante of what they are to do, oꝛ how they ought to demean themſelves, We have thought 
fit to expꝛeſs the Woꝛds of the ſaid Path, and the Claules in the ſaid Oꝛdinante relating hereunto, which are as 
followeth, viz. That all ſuch perſons as (being of the Age of Twenty one Pears oꝛ above) ſhall refuſe to take the 
Oath hereafter expꝛeſſed, which any two Juſtices of the Peace, oꝛ the Majoꝛ, Bayliff, oꝛ other Head officer ot any 
City oꝛ Town Coꝛpoꝛate ſhall have power to adminiſter to any ſuch perſon oꝛ perſons, ſhall foꝛfeit as Papiſts with- 
in this and the foꝛmer D2dinance, and Setzure and Sequeſtration of Two third Parts of all their Goods and E⸗ 
ſtates real and perſonal , and Sale of ſuch Pꝛopoꝛtion of their Goods ſo ſeized and ſequeſtred ſhall be made, and their 
Rents and Eſtates diſpoſed of in ſuch maner and pꝛopoꝛtion, and by ſuch perſons, as by the ſaid Oꝛdinance of Se⸗ 
gueſtration is appointed fo2 Papiſts : The Oath as followeth ; | 

A. B. do Abjure and Renounce the Pope's Supremacy and Authority over the Catholique Church in general, and over my 
elf in particular; and I do believe that there is not any Tranſubſtantiation in the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, or in the Ele- 
ments of Bread and Wine after Conſecration thereof by any perſon whatſoever ; and I do alſo believe chat there is not any Pur- 
gatory, and that the Conſecrated Hoaſt, Cruci fixes or Images ought not to be worſhipped , neither that any worſhip is due unto any 
of them; and l alſo believe, that Salvation cannot be merited by Works, and all Doctrines in affirmation of the ſaid points I do 
abjure and renounce, without any Equivocation, Mental Reſervation or ſecret Evaſion whatſoever, taking the words by me ſpoken 


according to the common and uſual meaning of them: So hel me God. 


And Our further Will and Command is, That the perſons herewith intruſted do take due Care that the 
Oath befoze recited be tendꝛed unto all perſons that ſhall be ſuſpected to be Popiſhly affected, and that the Names 
of ſuch as (hall refuſe to take the ſaid Dath, oz being legally required ſtall neglect to attend accoꝛdingly, be certified 
into Our Court of Exchequer under their Hands and Seals, that ſo Pꝛoceedings be had and made againſt them 
and their Eſtates, accoꝛding to Law, and to the ſeveral Acts of Parliament and O2dinances made in that behalf, 

And We do again ſtraitly Charge and Command all and ſingular Pur Juſtices of the Peace, Majoꝛs, Baylifts, 
and all other Dur Officers whom it may concern, to miniſter the ſame Oath to all ſuch perſons, and in all ſuch Ca- 
ſes, as by the Law they are enabled, knowing that the meaning of the Law was not onely to Authoꝛtze them to do 
it when they would, and to foꝛbear tt at their pleaſure, but to require it at their hands as a neceſſary duty commit⸗ 
ted to them, and impoſed on them as perſons of Chief Zruſt under Us foꝛ the good and ſafety of the People, 


Given at WHITE-HALL the z6ch of April, 1655. 
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